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assuring rne that it is only to comply with needful forms. I tell him' I have no objection to a greater sum, except that I cannot command the elements, and, of course, do not know how long it will be before ray letters reach America. He says that they will not exact the penalty on account of the delay of a month or two, upon which we agree. He pauses in amending the agreement, at the binding of the King to a like penalty. I cut the matter short by telling him that I rely on His Majesty's honor and the integrity of his ministers. I tell him that I expect he will not extend his orders in America, and he says he will not, but rely on me, for which purpose it is that he wishes the bargain to be such that he may have full confidence in it. Having signed the agreement, which he is to send to me to-morrow countersigned by the King, I go later to Madame de Chastellux's, make tea for the Duchess and introduce the eating of a rye bread toast, which is found to be excellent. The Vicomte de Se*gur comes in and tells us that the Baron de Besenval has discovered that England gives two millions sterling to make mischief in this country. I dispute the matter, which is, lam sure, impossible. He insists with great warmth that it is true, and thence concludes that the tales circulated to the prejudice of the Duke of Orleans are false. , There is a great deal of absurdity in all this, and if he makes such a defence for the Duke everywhere, he will convict him. Madame de Segtir takes me aside at going out, to remark on this, and adds her persuasion that the Duke was the distributor of the money given for these wicked purposes. The Comte de Luxembourg asked me, in the course of the evening, what should be done to ameliorate the deplorable situation of France. I tell him, nothing ; that time can alone indicate the proper measures and the proper momept; that those who would accelerate events may get themselvesher the jest nor earnest would be of consequence."
